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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement document number US 2003/217052 filed 
on 08/31/2005, the information referred to therein has not been considered because this 
document number could not be retrieved in USPTO database. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

With respect to claim 19, the claim is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 for being 
directed toward non-statutory subject matter. It appears that the computer readable 
medium that is claimed by the Applicant is not limited to physical articles or objects, 
which are structurally and functionally interrelated to the program in such a manner that 
would enable the program to act as a computer component and realize any 
functionality. In paragraph [0006], the Applicant states that the computer readable 
medium for which the computer program of the invention can embodied is a computer 
network wherein program instructions are sent over optical or electronic communication 
lines. This type of computer readable medium does not meet the criteria set forth 
above. 

It is noted that in this instance, Applicant's specification clearly distinguishes 
between media, which store versus a media, which would convey or transmit the 
program. Therefore, an amendment to the claims to recite a 'computer readable 
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storage medium' would be favorably considered. Appropriate clarification or correction 
is required. 

Claims 20-21, depend from rejected claim 19 thereby render these dependent 
claims as nonstatutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kupiec 
(US 5,696,962). 

(Claims 1,19, 22, 24, and 27-28) 

Kupiec discloses in figures 1-7, a method comprising receiving a query 
containing at least one query term; performing at least one of: (A) determining whether 
the query includes one or more compound query terms, and if so, automatically 
expanding the query to include one or more alternative representations of said one or 
more compound query terms; (B) determining whether one or more query terms are 
included in a set of inflectional forms, and if so, automatically expanding the query to 
include one or more corresponding inflectional forms from the set of inflectional forms; 
and (C) determining whether one or more query terms are included in a set of 
alternative spellings, and if so, automatically expanding the query to include one or 
more corresponding alternative spellings from the set of alternative spellings; searching 
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a database using the expanded query; and returning results to a user (Abstract, co. 2, 
lines 1-13; col. 8, lines 4-17; col. 12, lines 51-65; col. 17, lines 48-58; col. 22, lines 54- 
62; col. 23, lines 7-16, 32-35; col. 26, lines 65 +; col. 27, lines 9-31; claim 1, 3-4, 39). 
(Claim 2) 

Kupiec discloses in which the method includes determining whether the query 
includes one or more compound query terms, and if so, automatically expanding the 
query to include one or more alternative representations of said one or more compound 
query terms (Abstract, col. 12, lines 51-65; col. 23, lines 7-16, 32-35). 

(Claims 3, 5, and 29) 

Kupiec discloses in which the method includes determining whether one or more 
query terms are included in a set of inflectional forms, and if so, automatically 
expanding the query to include one or more corresponding inflectional forms from the 
set of inflectional forms (Abstract, col. 12, lines 51-65; col. 23, lines 7-16, 32-35; claims 
3-4, 39). 

(Claim 4) 

Kupiec discloses in which the method includes determining whether one or more 
query terms are included in a set of alternative spellings, and if so, automatically 
expanding the query to include one or more corresponding alternative spellings from the 
set of alternative spellings (Abstract, col. 26, lines 65 +; col. 27, lines 9-13). 

(Claims 6 and 10) 

Kupiec discloses in which the method includes performing at least two of said 
(A), (B), and (C) (co. 2, lines 1-13; col. 8, lines 4-17; col. 12, lines 51-65; col. 17,.lines 
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48- 58; col. 22, lines 54-62; col. 23, lines 7-16, 32-35; col. 26, lines 65 +; col. 27, lines 9- 
31; claim 1, 3-4, 39). 

(Claims 7-8, 26) 

Kupiec discloses in which determining whether the query includes one or more 
compound query terms includes comparing a query term to a list of compound terms 
(col. 8, lines 4-40; col. 11, lines 25-35, 55 +; col. 12, lines 51-65; col. 23, lines 49-59; 
col. 24, lines 1-5). 

(Claim 9) 

Kupiec discloses in which the query is written in German (Abstract, col. 5, lines 
42-47; col. 6, lines 58 +; col. 7, lines 55-62), (written in German is only text, the query 
except all texts). 

(Claim 20) 

Kupiec discloses further including instructions that, when executed by a 
processor, cause the processor to perform actions comprising: searching a database of 
documents using the expanded query; identifying one or more documents responsive 
to the expanded query; and preparing a list of said one or more documents for 
transmission to the user (col. 8, lines 13-27; col. 11, lines 25-35, 59-62; col. 23, lines 

49- 55; col.24-26). 

(Claim 21) 

Kupiec discloses further including instructions that, when executed by a 
processor, cause the processor to perform actions comprising: sending the expanded 
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query to another computer system; and receiving from the other computer system a list 
of one or more documents responsive to the expanded query (col. 6, lines 26-44). 
(Claim 23) 

Kupiec discloses in which the one or more linguistic techniques comprise one or 
more of compound term expansion, inflection set expansion, or orthographic expansion 
(col. 3, lines 64-67; col. 4, lines 29-30, 48-60; col. 5, lines 1-4; col. 8, lines 42-45; col. 
27, lines 47 +; col. 39, lines 64 +; claiml). 

(Claim 25) 

Kupiec discloses in which determining whether the query includes one or more 
compound query terms includes comparing a query term to a list of compound terms 
(col. 11, lines 15-24). 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1,19, 22, 24, and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Rubenczyk (US 2003/0217052). 

(Claims 1,19, 22, 24, and 27-28) 

Rubenczyk discloses in figures 1-2, a method comprising receiving a query 
containing at least one query term; performing at least one of: (A) determining whether 
the query includes one or more compound query terms, and if so, automatically 
expanding the query to include one or more alternative representations of said one or 
more compound query terms; (B) determining whether one or more query terms are 
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included in a set of inflectional forms, and if so, automatically expanding the query to 
include one or more corresponding inflectional forms from the set of inflectional forms; 
and (C) determining whether one or more query terms are included in a set of 
alternative spellings, and if so, automatically expanding the query to include one or 
more corresponding alternative spellings from the set of alternative spellings; searching 
a database using the expanded query; and returning results to a user (Paragraph 
[0143]-[0154], [0234]-[0252], [0314]-[0320], [0371]-[0382], [0395]-[0396], [0419], [0421], 
[0432], [0434], [0640]-[0642], [0661]). 

6. Claims 1,19, 22, 24, and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Brin (US 2005/0027691). 
(Claims 1,19, 22, 24, and 27-28) 

Brin discloses in figures 1, 5-7, a method comprising receiving a query containing • 
at least one query term; performing at least one of: (A) determining whether the query 
includes one or more compound query terms, and if so, automatically expanding the 
query to include one or more alternative representations of said one or more compound 
query terms; (B) determining whether one or more query terms are included in a set of 
inflectional forms, and if so, automatically expanding the query to include one or more 
corresponding inflectional forms from the set of inflectional forms; and (C) determining 
whether one or more query terms are included in a set of alternative spellings, and if so, 
automatically expanding the query to include one or more corresponding alternative 
spellings from the set of alternative spellings; searching a database using the 
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expanded query; and returning results to a user (Paragraph [0007], [0009], [0033], 
[0036], [0057]). 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh V. Ho whose telephone number is 571 272 8583. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Binh V Ho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2163 




